


• Easy to pick up and use
• Great for species identification
• Great for one time observations

• Casual park visitors 
• Visiting a place you won’t regularly return to



wild bergamot
(Monarda fistulosa)

cardinal flower
(Lobelia cardinalis)

Buttonbush
(Cephalanthus occidentalis)

eastern purple coneflower
(Echinacea purpurea)

common sunflower
(Helianthus annuus)

showy milkweed 
(Asclepias speciosa)

green antelopehorn 
(Asclepias viridis)

tall blazing star 
(Liatris aspera)

Top priority species for the region





Backyard 
Garden



Group Site
Anahuac National 
Wildlife Refuge



Observing 
with 
partners



Individual 
flower or 
patch of 
flowers



Annuals that 
will die back: 
Sunflower 
flowers to 
seed



Animal 
observations



Nature’s 
Notebook 
App



Paper 
copies



Training 
Resources

Observer Certification Course -
learning.usanpn.org



Training 
Resources



Select a site that is: 
• Convenient
• Representative 
• Uniform Habitat
• Appropriate Size

Selecting a site



Selecting plants Example list of individual plants at a site: 
Penstemon 1
Penstemon 2
Poppy Patch 1



Species Common name General Flowering Time

Helianthus annuus common sunflower January - December

Asclepias viridis green antelopehorn March - October

Monarda fistulosa wild bergamot April - August

Echinacea purpurea eastern purple coneflower April - July & August - November 

Cephalanthus occidentalis buttonbush May - September

Asclepias speciosa showy milkweed May - August

Liatris aspera tall blazing star July - November 

Lobelia cardinalis cardinal flower July - November 

Monitoring frequency



Monitoring frequency

2-3 times a week, particularly at start 
of open flowers and peak flowering

Forbs



Goal: Record peak in open flowers/ripe fruits

Photo: Sugar Creek Gardens

(and ripe fruits)



Photo: Cure NurseryDo you see flowers or flower buds?



Photo: High Country Gardens

Do you see open flowers?



Photo: Clemson Cooperative Extension; Courtesy of Plants Nouveau, LLCv

Do you see flowers or flower buds?



Photo: The Cosmonaut via Wikimedia Commons

Do you see open flowers?



Photo: AwkwardBotany.com

Do you see fruits?



Some species may be difficult to count fruits
Remember, all questions are optional -- skip if needed!

Photos: growitbuildit.com



Join the 
Nectar Connectors

Campaign

Sign up for campaign messages

…and more coming this year!
www.usanpn.org/nn/NectarConnectors



What’s Next?

Host a virtual or in-person training

Observe the same plants,  
together at a shared location OR 
different plants at locations of 
your choice (parks or backyards), 
with Nature’s Notebook and/or 
iNaturalist

Promote the project in your 
networks - help us get the word 
out



Gulf Coast Phenology Trail
April Taylor
South Central 
Climate Adaptation Science 
Center

Oklahoma

Jane Breckinridge
Tribal Alliance for 
Pollinators

Kim Eichhorst
Bosque Ecosystem 
Monitoring Program

State Leads

New Mexico

Louisiana 

Gail Bishop

Sue Wilder



What’s Next?

In the next week – we will send you handouts 
and other training materials

March – check-in meeting to see how data 
collection is going

Summer – we’ll take a look at the data collected 
so far, share back preliminary results! 

Funding 
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